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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  1953 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Seisdon  Rural  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  1953,  and 
this  Report  is  drawn  up  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health  in  their  Circular  1/54,  of  the  12th  January,  1954. 
The  Report  follows  the  same  general  lines  as  the  previous  year  with 
special  paragraphs  in  the  appropriate  section,  on  the  problems  which 
have  particularly  concerned  your  Public  Health  Committee  in  the 
year. 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  scope  still  for  the  Public  Health  Service 
to  exercise  its  function  of  Preventive  Medicine  both  in  the  field  of 
the  environmental  health  services  and  in  the  field  of  personal  health 
services.  The  extension  of  safe  water  supplies  and  efficient  sewerage 
systems  to  the  major  part  of  this  Rural  District  will  yet  take  some 
years  to  complete.  In  view  of  the  District’s  proximity  to  big  industrial 
centres,  this  appears  to  me  to  be  a  matter  deserving  of  all  the  priority 
that  can  be  afforded  to  it  by  the  Ministries  concerned. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  appointed  also  as  School 
Medical  Officer  and  Assistant  County  Medical  Officer  by  Stafford¬ 
shire  County  Council  in  approximately  the  south  west  region  of  the 
County.  By  this  coincidence  of  district,  a  good  deal  of  useful  know¬ 
ledge  of  families  and  of  environment  is  therefore  being  built  up, 
which  is  useful  both  to  the  County  and  the  Rural  District  Council. 

Statistics 

The  Birth  Rate  15.4  is  about  equal  to  the  average  for  England 
and  Wales,  i.e.,  15.5. 

The  Death  Rate  (corrected)  10.3  compares  favourably  with 
England  and  Wales,  i.e.,  11.4. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  19.2  compares  very  favourably 
with  England  and  Wales,  i.e.,  26.8  (Infantile  Mortality  Rate  means 
the  number  of  children  per  1,000  live  births,  who  died  before 
reaching  the  age  of  1  year). 

Of  the  seven  infants  (in  Seisdon  R.D.C.)  who  died  under  1  year 
old,  five  died  within  the  first  two  days  of  life,  and  one  more  within 
the  first  month  of  life.  This  gives  a  Neo  Natal  Mortality  Rate  of 
16.4  deaths  (i.e.,  deaths  in  infants  under  one  month  of  age)  per 
1,000  live  births,  compared  with  a  figure  of  18.3  for  England  and 
Wales  for  1952. 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  in  1953. 

Comparative  tables  on  these  and  other  matters  are  given  on 
a  later  page. 
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The  incidence  of  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  District  was  normal 
in  1953  except  for: — 

(a)  a  high  incidence  of  Measles,  being  nearly  four  times  the 
number  of  1952. 

(b)  half  the  number  of  Whooping  Cough  cases  in  1953,  com¬ 
pared  with  1952. 

Statistics  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  given  in  a  later  section. 

The  Report  deals  with  matters  in  Sections  as  follows:— 

A  Statistics  affecting  the  district. 

B  General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  district. 
C  Sanitary  accommodation  of  the  district. 

D  Housing  in  the  district. 

E  Inspection  and  supervision  of  food. 

F  Prevalence  of,  and  control  over,  infectious  diseases. 
G  Tuberculosis. 

H  Other  matters. 

The  report  concludes  with  the  Report  of  your  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector  on  those  matters  which  fall  within  his  sphere  of  activities 
in  relation  to  safeguarding  the  health  of  the  community. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Health  Committee  for  the  help  and  co-operation  they  have 
given  me  throughout  the  year  and  for  their  unvarying  courtesy. 

To  Dr.  F.  B.  Mackenzie  (formerly  M.Q.H.,  Seisdon  R.D.C.) 
I  express  my  sincere  thanks  for  his  help  and  advice  during  1953, 
and  for  deputising  for  me. 

To  the  private  medical  practitioners  in  the  Rural  District  I  also 
tender  my  thanks  for  their  co-operation. 

The  efficient  service  of  your  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent  also  merits  my  strong  commendation 
and  thanks;  and  I  am  appreciative  of  the  way  your  Assistant 
Sanitary  Inspector  has  carried  out  his  very  essential  duties. 

To  my  Administrative  Assistant  I  am  indebted  for  his  un¬ 
grudging  willingness  to  be  of  service  to  me  at  all  times  in  recording 
statistical  information. 

I  would  wish  also  to  record  my  appreciation  and  thanks  for 
the  advice  and  help  of  colleagues  in  charge  of  other  of  your  Council 
Departments,  your  Clerk,  Surveyor,  and  Housing  Officer. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ALAN  R.  KENNEDY, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

1954. 
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Section  A 


STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1953 

Area:  41,990  acres,  i.e.,  65  square  miles. 

Population:  23,630  (Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-year 
population). 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses:  7,271. 

Number  of  Council  Houses:  1,155. 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate:  £524. 

Rateable  Value:  £127,651. 

General  Rate:  19/2d. 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

3  77 

187 

364 

Legitimate 

171 

179 

350 

Illegitimate  . . 

6 

8 

14 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

. .  15.4 

Comparability  Factor.  . 

0  • 

1.0 

Standardised  Birth  Rate 

.  • 

..  15.4 

Still  Births: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

2 

2 

4 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000 

Total 

Births 

10.9 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of 

age: 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total . 

3 

4 

7 

Legitimate 

3 

4 

7 

illegitimate  .  . 

— 

— 

— 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age: 

Seisdon  Average  for 


R.D.C.—  Staffs.  C.C. 


All  Infants  per  1,000  Live 
Births  (7) 

1953 

19.2 

—1952 

31 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
Legitimate  Live  Births  (7) 

20.0 

31 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000 
Illegitimate  Births  (Nil).. 

Nil 

37 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks 

of  age: 
Male 

Female 

Total 

Total  . . 

2 

4 

6 

Legitimate 

2 

4 

6 

Illegitimate  .  . 

— 

— 

— 
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Deaths  (at  all  ages): 

Total:  226  Males:  107  Females:  119 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population  .  .  9.6 

Comparability  Factor  .  .  .  .  .  .  1 .07 

Standardised  Death  Rate  . .  .  .  .  .  10.3 

Death  Rate — England  and  Wales  . .  11.4 

Number  of  Women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  Child-birth  Nil 
Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  45 

Deaths  from  Measles  (ail  ages)  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years  old)  .  .  Nil 
Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  Lungs  . .  . .  .  .  3 

Deaths  from  other  Tuberculosis  Diseases  ..  ..  ..  Nil 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (Respiratory):  0.13  per  1,000  of  population 
Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  (Non-Respiratory  TB.):  Nil. 


Birth-rates,  Death-rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal  Mortality 


and  Case-rates  for  Certain  Infectious  Diseases  in  the  year  1953 


England 

and 

Wales 

160 

County 
Boroughs 
and  Gt. 
Towns 
(including 
London) 

160 

Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Population 
25,000  to 
50,000  at 
1951 
Census) 

London 

Admin. 

County 

S 

E 

I 

S 

D 

O 

N 

BIRTHS . 

Rates 

per  1,000  1 

dome  Popu 

lation 

Live  Births.. 

15.5 

17.0 

15.7 

17.5 

15.4 

Still  Births 

0.35 

0.43 

0.34 

0.38 

0.17 

22.4(a) 

24.8(a) 

21.4(a) 

21.0(a) 

10.9 

DEATHS 

All  causes 

11.4 

12.2 

11.3 

12.5 

9.6 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

— 

NIL 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.0 1 

0.00 

0.00 

NIL 

Diphtheria  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

NIL 

Tuberculosis 

0.20 

0.24 

0.19 

0.24 

0.13 

Influenza  . . 

0.16 

0.15 

0.17 

0.15 

0.12 

Smallpox  .. 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

— 

NIL 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (inclu- 

ding  Polioencephalitis)  . . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

NIL 

Pneumonia 

0.55 

0.59 

0.52 

0.64 

0.12 

NOTIFICATIONS 

(Corrected) 

0.00 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.00 

0.00 

0.01 

0.01 

NIL 

Paratyphoid 

0.01 

0.01 

0.03 

0.01 

NIL 

Meningococcal  Infection  . . 

0.03 

0.04 

1.44 

0.03 

0.04 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.39 

1.50 

3.38 

1.02 

1.23 

Whooping  Cough 

3.58 

3.72 

0.01 

3.30 

3.30 

Diphtheria  .  . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.13 

0.00 

NIL 

Erysipelas  .  . 

0.14 

0.14 

0.00 

0.12 

0.08 

Smallpox  .  . 

0.00 

0.00 

12.32 

— 

NIL 

Measles 

12.36 

11.27 

0.76 

8.09 

17.9 

Pneumonia 

0.84 

0.92 

0.73 

1.18 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  (inclu- 

ding  Polioencephalitis)  .  . 

0.06 

Paralytic 

0.07 

0.06 

0.04 

0.07 

0.04 

Non-Paralytic 

0.04 

0.03 

0.24 

0.03 

0.04 

Food  Poisoning  .  . 

0.24 

0.25 

12.46(a) 

0.38 

NIL 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

18.23(a) 

24.33(a) 

28.61(a) 

0.04 

DEATHS 

Rates 

per  1,000 

Live  Births 

All  causes  under  1  year  of 

age  . 

26.8(b) 

30.8 

24.8 

24.8 

19.2 

Enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

under  2  years  of  age  . . 

1.1 

1.3 

0.9 

1.1 

NIL 

(a)  Per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births 

(b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 
Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 
Other  heart  disease 
Other  circulatory  disease 
Influenza 
Pneumonia 
Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 
Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 
Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 
Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasis  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . . 

Congenital  malformations 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents 
Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


YEAR  1953 

M. 

2 

1 


F. 

1 


4 

3 


17 

1 

12 

21 

1 

14 

3 

2 

1 

8 


8 

1 

3 

1 


5 

4 

7 

2 

20 

11 

1 

18 

4 
1 

2 

5 

1 


107 


1 

n 

1 

1 


i 


119 
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BIRTH  RATES 


SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales 

Year 

No.  of  Births 

Birth  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

1944 

437 

22.1 

17.6 

1945 

326 

16.6 

16.1 

1946 

367 

18.2 

19.1 

1947 

400 

19.2 

20.5 

1948 

358 

16.4 

17.9 

1949 

349 

15.9 

16.7 

1950 

339 

15.5 

15.8 

1951 

343 

15.4 

15.5 

1952 

335 

14.9 

15.3 

1953 

364 

15.4 

15.5 

DEATH  RATES 


SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales 

Death 

Standardised 

1  Year 

No.  of  Deaths 

Rate 

Death  Rate 

Death  Rate 

1944 

212 

10.7 

11.6 

1945 

206 

10.5 

11.4 

1946 

205 

10.2 

11.5 

1947 

213 

10.2 

12.0 

1948 

196 

9.0 

10.8 

1949 

212 

10.4 

11.7 

1950 

202 

9.0 

11.6 

1951 

254 

11.4 

12.5 

1952 

200 

9.6 

11.3 

1953 

226 

9.6 

10.3 

11.4 

1 


Poliomyelitis  Paralytic 

Poliomyelitis  Non  Paralytic  .  . 

Meningitis 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

|  Erysipelas 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

i 

Acute  Pneumonia 

£ 

CD 

on 

CD 

C/3 

|  Whooping  Cough 

Scarlet  Fever 

Disease 

_ 

— 

— 

k— a 

to 

— 

to 

oo 

423 

-o 

oo 

1 

to 

SO 

TOTAL 

i 

— 

i 

i 

i 

to 

-fo 

— 

1 

Bobbington  • 

i 

i 

i 

► " 

i 

— 

LO 

to 

g 

Coclsall 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

, 

1 

40 

o 

1 

Enville 

t 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

LA 

Ui 

1 

Himley 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

to 

'O 

O 

o 

40 

Kinver 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

Oi 

OJ 

— 

Oo 

Lower  Penn 

, 

i 

i 

i 

— 

i 

1—1 

Os 

O 

to 

to 

Pattingham 

, 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

Oi 

Oh 

! 

Seisdon  and 
Trysull 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

OJ 

to 

1 

Swindon 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

-o 

o 

o- 

SI 

O 

Worn  bourn 

i 

- 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

oo 

136 

to 

40 

Wrottesley 
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LOCALITY-DISTRIBUTION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
(excluding  Tuberculosis)  notified  in  1953 


AGE-GROUPS  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  (excluding  Tuberculosis)  notified  in  1953 


l  .r.nwMPFv* 

I  m  ”2  CD 

i  00  5  > 

3  O 

1 

1 

i 

i 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

ir,  o  v-i  « 
t"~  oo  ^ 

1 

1 

i 

i 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

o  'ti  2 

1 

1 

I 

CO 

1 

i 

i 

i 

I 

i 

m  o  ^  s2 
vr  -o  no  >> 

1 

1 

NO 

i 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1  us  o  ,jn  s2 
|  <n  +--  >, 

1 

1 

NO 

r— H 

i 

i 

i 

i 

us  o  m  e» 

j  "  -  ^  ^ 

1 

(N 

(N 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

r-H 

— '  ^  >s 

r-H 

t"- 

<N 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

5 

to 

10 

yrs. 

ON 

36 

| 

212 

OO 

1 

i 

i 

t-h 

1 

4 
to 

5 

yrs. 

CO 

J8 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

oo  2  ^  >- 
^  >. 

CO 

55 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

I  <N  2  oo  £ 

~  >> 

1 

CO 

40 

— 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

“2n  & 

o 

(N 

m 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

i 

1 

Un¬ 

der 

1 

year 

1 

NO 

CN 

1 

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

c/) 

s 

GO 

13 

< 

Ld 

j 

22  : 

J 

1 

40  1 
1 

205 

NO 

— 1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

s 

38 

218 

<N 

*-< 

i 

'cvi _ 

H  < 

29 

1 

78 

423 

28 

n 

r-H 

-1 

r-H 

r-H 

I 

Disease 

i 

! 

<u 

> 

<u 

Uu 

4— * 

(D 

1-4 

cvi 

CD 

m 

! 

k\ 

|  Whooping  Cough 

1 

CO 

a> 

CO 

03 

a> 

s 

3 

’5 

o 

E 

3 

CL) 

C 

CU 

CD 

■4"“* 

3 

CD 

< 

Erysipelas 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

Meningitis  .  . 

Poliomyelitis 

Non-Paralytic 

Paralytic  . . 

% 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1953 

Nett  Deaths  from  causes  stated  at  various  ages  under  one  year 
of  age: 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1  week  j 

1  to  2  weeks 

2  to  3  weeks  | 

3  to  4  weeks 

- 

Total  under  one 

month 

1  to  3  months  j 

3  to  6  months  j 

6  to  9  months  | 

9  to  12  months  jj 

Total  Deaths 

under  one  year 

Asphyxia 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Prematurity 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Atelectasis — neonatal  .  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Multiple  congenital 
abnormalities 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

5 

— 

1 

— 

6 

— 

1 

— 

7 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATE 


Year 

SEISDON 

England  and 
Wales 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

Births 

Deaths 

Rate  per 
1,000  Births 

1944 

437 

17 

38.9 

46 

1945 

326 

20 

61.3 

46 

1946 

367 

11 

30.0 

43 

1947 

400 

9 

22.5 

41 

1948 

358 

11 

32.5 

34 

1949 

349 

13 

37.6 

32 

1950 

339 

7 

20.6 

29 

1951 

343 

9 

26.2 

30 

1952 

335 

4 

11.9 

28 

1953 

364 

7 

19.2 

26.8 
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Section  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

IN  THE  DISTRICT 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  holds  office  in  virtue  of  a  joint 
appointment  by  Staffordshire  County  Council  and  Seisdon  Rural 
District  Council,  apportionment  of  his  time  and  services  to  the  Rural 
District  being  based  on  the  population. 

The  Sanitary  Inspectors  are  both  full-time  officers,  and  are 
fully  qualified  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors.  The  Chief  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector  is  also  the  Cleansing  Superintendent. 

In  accordance  with  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act, 
Health  Services  are  provided  by  the  Local  Health  Authority,  namely 
the  County  Council,  the  organisation  and  administration  being  in 
the  hands  of  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Certain  respon¬ 
sibilities  are  delegated  to  the  “Area  Health  Authority”  and  the 
“Area  Medical  Officer”.  In  the  Seisdon  R.D.C.,  the  No.  7  Area 
Health  Authority  at  Brierley  Hill  is  immediately  responsible  for: — 

(a)  Health  Centres. 

(b)  Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(cj  Midwifery. 

(d)  Health  Visiting. 

(e)  Home  Nursing. 

(f)  Vaccination  and  Immunisation. 

(g)  Ambulance  Service. 

(h)  Prevention  of  illness,  care  and  after  care. 

(i)  Domestic  Help. 

With  the  exception  of  the  provision  of  Health  Centres,  all 
required  services  are  being  provided  in  your  area. 

The  Health  Visitors,  three  in  number,  are  as  stated  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  the  Area  Health  Authority. 

As  regards  the  General  Hospital  and  Specialist  Services,  the 
administration  is  vested  in  the  Birmingham  Regional  Hospital 
Board. 

The  Hospitals  and  Departments  available,  and  easily  accessible 
to  your  area,  are  those  of  Stourbridge,  Wordsley,  Dudley,  Wol¬ 
verhampton  and  Birmingham. 

Infectious  Diseases: 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  are  under  the  control  of  the 
Birmingham  Regional  Hospital  Board.  Most  cases  go  to  Moxley 
Hospital  or  to  Stallings  Lane  Hospital. 

Ambulance  Service: 

This  service  is  provided  by  the  Staffordshire  County  Council 
from  stations  at  Kingswinford  and  Tettenhall. 
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Tuberculosis: 

Dispensaries  are  situated  at  Wolverhampton  and  Dudley  and 
various  Sanatoria  are  available. 

Maternity  Cases  are  provided  for  by: 

(a)  New  Cross  Hospital. 

(b)  Wordsley  Hospital. 

(c)  Rosemary  Ednam  Maternity  Home. 

Laboratory  facilities: 

Pathological  and  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  by 
the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  at  Stafford. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1947 

Three  persons  were  kept  under  observation  during  the  year  as 
to  the  possibility  of  action  having  to  be  taken  under  Section  47  of 


the  Act. 


Mr.  Cox,  the  Area  Welfare  Officer,  continues  to  give  me 
valuable  support  in  visiting  those  aged  and  infirm  people  whom  I 
bring  to  his  notice  from  time  to  time  with  a  view  to  ameliorating 
their  living  conditions  or  offering  them  Hostel  or  Institutional 
accommodation. 


Clinics : 


School  Clinics 
Defective  Vision  Clinics 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics 
Immunisation  Clinics 


Orthopaedic  Clinics 
Dental  Clinics 
Ante  Natal  Clinics 
Speech  Therapy  Clinics 


are  provided  by  the  Staffs.  C.C.  at  main  centres  of  population  in 
or  very  near  the  District. 


SEISDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Senior  Public  Health  Officers  * 


Name 

A.  R.  Kennedy 


Qualifications 


Duties 


B.Sc., 

M.B.,  Ch.B., 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P 
D.P.H. 


(1)  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
— for  four/elevenths  of 
week; 


(2)  Assistant  County  M.O. 
(M.  &  C.W.) 


School  Medical  Officer, 
and  Notifying  M.O.  for 
Ineducable  Children, — 
for  seven/elevenths  of 
week. 
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G.  V.  R.  Lee  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Certified  in  Meat 
Inspection 

H.  F.  Robinson  C.R.San.L,  M.S.I.A., 

M.R.I.P.H.H., 
Certificate  in  Meat 
Inspection 


Senior  Sanitary  Inspector; 
Duties  as  detailed  in  Sanitary 
Officers  Order;  Shops  Acts; 
Petroleum  Acts;  Cleansing. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspec¬ 
tor;  Duties  as  detailed  in 
Sanitary  Officers  Order; 
Shops  Acts;  Petroleum  Acts; 
Cleansing. 


Committees 

The  Seisdon  Rural  District  Council  Committees  which 
are  concerned  with  matters  of  Public  Health  are: 

(1)  The  Public  Health  Committee; 

(2)  The  Housing  Committee;  and 

(3)  The  Scavenging  Sub-Committee. 

*  This  information  is  published  at  the  request  of  the  Minister 
of  Health. 
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Section  C. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION  OF  THE  DISTRICT 
SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

During  1953  special  reports  were  submitted  by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  to  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
with  a  view  to  showing  the  need  for  proceeding  in  the  construction 
of  certain  sewerage  schemes  already  planned.  Construction  had 
been  held  up  by  the  Ministry  on  the  restriction  of  total  capital  ex¬ 
penditure  in  the  country.  Reports  were  submitted  in  respect  of 
Himley  Village  and  Smestow  Village,  permission  was  granted,  and 
at  the  time  of  writing,  Mciy  1954,  the  schemes  are  nearing  completion. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  F.  Bagley,  A.M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mun.E.,  the 
Council’s  Surveyor,  for  the  following  report  on  Sewerage  and  Sewage 
Disposal,  which  refers  to  the  year  1953  and  the  first  six  months  of 
1954. 


The  following  schemes  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 
have  been  commenced  during  the  past  year  and  in  all  cases  are 
practically  complete.  A  scheme  has  also  been  submitted  for 
the  approval  of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
in  respect  of  the  enlargement  of  Wombourn  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  and  the  sewering  of  Trysull  and  Seisdon,  and  plans  are 
in  course  of  preparation  for  the  enlargement  of  Codsall  Sewage 
Disposal  Works. 

Consideration  is  being  given  to  the  preparation  of  Sewage 
Disposal  Schemes  for  the  Villages  of  Enville  and  Swindon 
which  are  the  only  aggregations  of  houses  in  the  District  without 
facilities  for  the  proper  disposal  of  sewage.  This  I  think  is  a  very 
satisfactory  state  of  affairs  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the  District  is 
large  and  scattered. 


Pattingham. 


Himley. 


Smestow. 


Bobbington. 


All  sewers  laid  and  sewage  disposal  works 
nearing  completion. 

All  sewers  laid  and  sewage  disposal  works 
nearing  completion. 

Sewers  complete  and  rising  main  being  laid. 
Ejector  station  completed  to  ground  level. 

Scheme  completed  and  in  satisfactory  operation. 


Duck  Lane  &  Sewer  extension  now  being  laid. 

Wolverhampton 

Road. 
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WATER 


The  water  supply  of  the  district,  apart  from  small  wells,  is 
mainly  provided  by  the  following  four  water  undertakings: — 

(a)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking,  which 
supplies  the  Parishes  of  Codsall,  Wrottesley,  Wrottesley 
(Detached),  Pattingham,  Lower  Penn  and  part  of  Worn- 
bourn. 

(b)  Bilston  Corporation  Water  Undertaking,  which  supplies 
the  parishes  of  Trysull,  Seisdon,  Himley,  Swindon  and 
part  of  Wombourn. 

(c)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company,  which  supplies 
Kinver,  Enville  and  Bobbington. 

(d)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department,  which  supplies 
the  Iverley  portion  of  Kinver. 

I  am  indebted  to  the  respective  Water  Engineers  of  the  above 
mentioned  Water  Authorities  for  the  following  reports: — 

(a)  Wolverhampton  Corporation  Water  Undertaking 

(1)  The  water  supplied  to  the  parishes  concerned  in  your 
Rural  District  has  been  satisfactory  both  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

(2)  The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  results  of  bacterio¬ 
logical  examinations  of  water  going  into  distribution: 


Number 

of 

Samples 

Presumptive  Coli-Aerogenes 
per  100  ml. 

0 

1-2 

3-10 

Over  10 

Total  number  of 
Bacteriological 
examination  taken 

813 

797 

11 

3 

2 

Percentage  of 
samples  taken 

98 

1.4 

0.4 

0.2 

Of  the  813  samples  taken  by  the  Wolverhampton 
Corporation  Water  Undertaking  in  the  year,  98% 
were  “highly  satisfactory”.  There  was  no  known 
contamination  of  supply. 

(3)  The  water  supplied  does  not  have  plumbo-solvent 
action. 
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(4)  The  water  was  treated  by  the  Wolverhampton  Cor¬ 
poration  Water  Undertaking  at  three  of  its  four 
sources  of  supply. 

Chemical  analyses  were  also  made  of  the  eight  dif¬ 
ferent  sources  of  supply  and  the  results  were  satis¬ 
factory. 

(b)  Bilston  Corporation  Water  Undertaking 

(1)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  has  been  satisfactory 
(a)  in  quantity  (b)  in  quality. 

(2)  Twenty  samples  for  bacteriological  tests  and  seven 
samples  for  chemical  analysis  were  sent  for  testing 
by  Bilston  Corporation  Water  Undertaking,  and  all 
were  satisfactory. 

(3)  The  water  supplied  does  not  have  plumbo-solvent 
action. 

(4)  Chlorination  is  practised  at  the  two  sources  of  supply. 
There  has  been  no  contamination  reported. 


(c)  South  Staffordshire  Waterworks  Company 

(1)  The  supply  to  those  parts  of  the  Rural  District  which 
are  served  by  the  South  Staff's.  Waterworks  Co.  has 
been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  It  comes 
from  Ashwood  and  Kinver  Pumping  Stations. 

(2)  Of  102  samples  of  raw  water  (Ashwood) — all  were 
entirely  free  from  coliform  bacteria,  i.e.,  “highly 
satisfactory”. 

Of  102  samples  of  chlorinated  water  (Ashwood)— all 
were  entirely  free  from  coliform  bacteria,  i.e.,  “highly 
satisfactory”. 

Of  100  samples  of  chlorinated  water  (Kinver) — all 
were  entirely  free  from  coliform  bacteria,  i.e.,  “highly 
satisfactory”. 

Of  98  samples  from  Kinver  Reservoir,  96  were  en¬ 
tirely  free  from  coliform  bacteria,  i.e.,  “highly  satis¬ 
factory”.  Chlorination  is  practised  as  a  precautionary 
measure  at  both  of  the  supplying  stations.  Twenty- 
seven  samples  from  Ashwood  Pumping  Station  and 
98  from  Kinver  Pumping  Station  were  examined 
chemically. 

(3)  Samples  from  the  supplying  stations  were  free  from 
lead. 
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(4)  In  the  case  of  possible  contamination  in  the  event  of 
burst  mains,  cleaning  out  reservoirs,  etc.,  emergency 
chlorination  is  performed.  Special  apparatus  and  staff 
are  available  for  this  work.  New  mains  are  not  brought 
into  use  until  a  sample  of  water  from  them  is  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 

(d)  City  of  Birmingham  Water  Department 

This  water  supplies  about  100  houses  in  Iverley. 

(1)  The  water  supply  of  the  area  and  its  several  parts  has 
been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity. 

(2)  Bacteriological  examinations  have  been  made  of  the 
water  at  Elan  Aqueduct  at  Ludlow.  Twenty-two 
samples  out  of  24  were  “highly  satisfactory”.  The 
water  is  not  chlorinated  within  Seisdon  R.D.C.,  but 
is  filtered  and  chlorinated  at  the  Elan  Valley.  Tests 
are  made  of  bacterial  content  at  Iverley  and  have 
been  satisfactory. 

(3)  The  raw  Elan  water  has  a  light  pi  umbo-solvent 
action  which  is  neutralised  with  hydrated  lime  before 
entering  the  Aqueduct. 

(4)  No  action  against  contamination  indicated. 

(e)  Further  to  the  above  mentioned  4  undertakings  there  are 
the  private  estates  of  Patshull  Hall.  This  has  two  sources  of 
supply,  being  land  springs,  within  its  own  grounds.  In  June, 
1953,  there  was  found  to  be  faecal  coli  and  coliform  bacteria  in 
the  water  supply  of  the  Burnhill  Village  School  which  obtained 
its  water  supply  from  the  Patshull  Estate.  Immediate  investi¬ 
gations  and  a  series  of  about  60  bacteriological  and  chemical 
tests  were  carried  out  by  myself  and  your  Chief  Sanitary  In¬ 
spector.  Chlorination  of  one  source  (H)  was  being  carried  out 
by  the  daily  addition  of  chemicals  to  that  source.  This  treatment 
was  increased  in  strength.  The  second  source  (M)  had  not 
been  chlorinated  and  was  for  a  time  cut  off  from  the  supply. 
Source  (H)  is  now  giving  “highly  satisfactory”  results  at  its 
distribution  points,  but  in  its  collection  ground  it  may  be  subject 
to  road  and  field  contamination.  Source  (M)  is  giving  satis¬ 
factory  results  at  its  collection  point,  and  has  been  re-introduced 
into  the  system  although  it  is  not  yet  being  chlorinated.  Source 
(H)  supplies  water  for  an  Orthopaedic  Convalescent  Ward  of 
Wolverhampton  Royal  Infirmary  situated  within  Patshull  Hall, 
and  having  about  80  patients.  Sources  (H)  and  (M),  after 
mixing,  supply  outlying  farms  and  half  of  Burnhill  Green 
Village.  Supervision  and  testing  is  being  maintained  and  further 
improvements  are  contemplated. 

The  quantity  of  water  proved  inadequate  without  the 
subsequent  addition  of  source  (M).  Chemical  tests  were 
satisfactory. 
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(f)  Burnhill  Green  Village  Bore-hole 

This  was  constructed  by  Seisdon  R.D.C.  for  the  western 
half  of  Burnhill  Green  Village.  Chlorination  is  carried  out  by 
a  Wallace  &  Tiernan  apparatus  and  is  automatic  in  its  action. 
A  weekly  visit  to  refill  is  necessary.  Chemical  and  bacteriological 
tests  are  “highly  satisfactory”. 

(g)  Enville 

There  is  an  area  of  4  square  miles  in  the  western  portion 
of  Enville  Parish  which  is  entirely  without  mains  water.  It  is 
dependent  on  streams  and  wells,  (none  of  which  give  regular 
good  bacteriological  results),  and  these  supplies  become  poor 
in  quantity  or  even  absent  in  summer  weather.  It  is  essentially 
an  area  of  farms.  Plans  have  been  drawn  up  for  the  extension 
of  the  Bridgnorth  R.D.C.  Water  Scheme  to  supply  this  area  of 
Four  Ashes  and  Gilbert  Cross  at  Enville. 

(h)  Another  area  north  east  of  the  Bridgnorth — Enville  road 
is  being  considered  for  extension  of  mains  water  supply  from 
the  South  Staffs.  Waterworks  Undertaking.  This  area  is  like¬ 
wise  a  farming  area  dependent  on  wells  of  poor  quality. 
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Section  D. 


HOUSING 

The  recent  preliminary  Circular  on  “Standards  of  Fitness  for 
Improved  or  Converted  Houses”  states,  in  Para.  1  that  it  shall  be 
substantially  free  from  damp.  It  does  not  specifically  state  a  damp 
proof  course  is  essential.  In  considering  old  country  cottages  and 
tied  cottages  for  demolition,  or  for  grants,  this  point  is  important. 

In  visiting  various  houses  throughout  the  district  I  have  noticed 
how  some  houses  may  be  considered  quite  unfit  for  occupation  by 
a  family  with  children,  yet  some  relaxation  of  standards  is  appro¬ 
priate  where  such  houses  are  restricted  to  use  for  an  elderly  person. 

Wooden  huts  having  being  built  before  1947  and  now  in  per¬ 
manent  occupation  are  a  considerable  source  of  anxiety  to  my 
Council — (a)  because  they  are  unhygienic,  or  (b)  because  they  are 
overcrowded  or  (c)  because  they  carry  a  great  risk  of  fire  or  (d)  be¬ 
cause  they  spoil  the  beauty  of  the  countryside  by  their  garish  paint 
and  unsightly  outlines.  It  would  seem  desirable  that  the  Council 
should  be  entitled  to  replace  about  twenty  of  these  huts  per  year 
by  a  permanent  orthodox  house  of  small  size  (an  Old  Persons 
Bungalow),  and  for  the  occupation  of  the  persons  at  present  living 
in  huts.  The  recent  cut  in  allocation  of  new  houses  imperils  this 
transition. 

To  correlate  rehousing  with  demolition  and  to  avoid  re¬ 
occupation  of  a  Category  5  house,  it  is  proposed  to  pass  Demolition 
Orders  and  then  hold  these  Orders  in  suspense  for  a  few  weeks  until 
the  time  of  rehousing  the  family  occurs. 

I  have  occasion  to  visit  old  people  in  their  houses  in  the  district 
from  time  to  time.  No  case  was  proceeded  against  under  the  National 
Assistance  Acts,  1948  and  1951.  Three  cases  have  been  given  re¬ 
peated  visits  and  advised.  The  troubles  of  these  old  people  seem 
to  arise  in  fact  from  a  physical  inability  to  keep  their  homes  really 
clean.  Some  have  still  a  firmly  held  fear  of  going  into  hospital  or 
hostel.  The  relative  shortage  of  domestic  helps  and  the  size  of  the 
task  awaiting  cleaners  contribute  to  the  difficulties  of  the  situation. 

I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Bagley,  the  Council’s  Surveyor,  for  the 
following  report  on  Housing  which  refers  to  the  year  1953  and  the 
first  six  months  of  1954. 

“Council  Houses  completed  during  1953  total  308,  which 
is  100%  more  than  in  1952,  and  the  number  so  far  completed 
in  1954  is  274.  There  are  533  Council  Houses  in  course  of 
erection  and  schemes  are  in  preparation  for  a  further  321  houses. 
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The  scheme  for  the  erection  of  houses  for  Wolverhampton 
tenants  under  the  Overspill  arrangements  is  now  working 
satisfactorily  and  since  the  inception  of  the  scheme  351  dwellings 
have  been  handed  over  to  Wolverhampton  tenants  although  195 
dwellings  remain  to  be  handed  over  during  1954  in  accordance 
with  the  Agreement. 

It  is  also  satisfactory  to  note  that  256  houses  were  completed 
by  private  enterprise  during  1953  which  indicates  that  the  private 
builder  is  making  a  full  contribution  to  the  housing  problem. 

The  number  of  Council  Houses  now  owned  by  the  Council 
is  approximately  1 ,300. 

Your  Housing  Officer,  Mr.  W.  Badger,  has  furnished  me  with 
the  following  information:— 

January  1st — 31st  December,  1953 

Number  of  families  housed  in  traditional 

dwellings  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  331 

Number  of  families  housed  in  converted 

army  huts — English  .  .  .  .  25 

Displaced  Persons  . .  32 

57 

388 


Section  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  Supplies 

In  1952,  of  “Ungraded  Milk”  samples  collected  in  Seisdon 
Rural  District  Council’s  area,  only  2  out  of  41  failed  to  pass  a 
“ Cleanliness ”  Test ,  giving  a  percentage  of  4.9%  “unsatisfactory”. 
This  was  the  best  figure  in  the  County  for  ungraded  milk. 

Also  in  1952,  2  cases  out  of  38  samples  of  ungraded  milk  were 
found  to  contain  tuberculosis  bacteria — equal  to  5.3%. 

During  1953,  a  farm  at  the  southern  end  of  the  district  was 
transporting  pasteurised  milk  in  bulk  back  to  the  farm,  there  to 
have  it  bottled  prior  to  selling.  This  has  now  ceased  and  all  milk  is 
sent  by  the  farm  to  a  large  firm  for  pasteurisation  and  marketing. 
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Section  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 


Scarlet  Fever 

29  cases  were  notified,  as  against  32  last  year.  There  were  no 
deaths. 

Whooping  Cough 

Incidence  Deaths 

1951 —  131  cases 

1952— 159  „  ..  ..  7.09  per  1,000  1 

1953—  78  „  ..  ..3.3  „  „  0 

The  incidence  rate  in  1952  was  the  second  highest  rate  in 
Staffordshire  County. 

Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  is  available  at  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics  throughout  the  Rural  District,  and  also  available 
at  the  General  Practitioners’  surgeries. 

A  stock  of  Whooping  Cough  vaccine  is  held  at  the  Council 
Offices  for  distribution. 

Measles 

423  cases  were  notified,  as  against  1 10  last  year.  There  were 
no  deaths. 

Diphtheria 

No  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  year.  Immunisation 
against  Diphtheria  is  available  at  Clinics  throughout  the  Rural 
District,  and  also  at  the  surgery  of  the  General  Practitioners. 

Statistics  of  Immunisation  are  collected  and  held  at  the  Office 
of  the  Area  Medical  Officer  at  Brierley  Hill.  I  am  obliged  to  Dr. 
J.  IT.  Donnelly  for  the  following  figures: — - 

In  Seisdon  R.D.C.  in  1953,  figures  were  as  follows: 

Primary  Immunisations  Age  0-  4  years-169  children  immunised 

Age  5-14  years-  65  children  immunised 

Reinforcing  Immunisations  Age  0-  4  years-  11  children  immunised 

Age  5-14  years-208  children  immunised 

Erysipelas 

2  cases  notified  during  the  year. 
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Cases  admitted  to  Hospital 


The  total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  Hospital  for  Infectious 
Disease  was  10. 

Moxley  Hospital:  Scarlet  Fever  ..  ..  1 

Erysipelas  .  .  .  .  1 

Stallings  Lane  Hospital:  Scarlet  Fever  ..  ..  6 

R.A.F.  Hospital:  Ac.  Ant.  Poliomyelitis  ..  1 

Wolverhampton  Borough 

Hospital:  Ac.  Ant.  Poliomyelitis  ..  1 


Swabs  and  Specimens  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  : 

Nose  and  Throat  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  22 

Sputa  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  102 

Blood  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  2 

Faeces  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

Vaginal  Swab  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  1 

The  great  majority  of  the  sputa  were  submitted  by  the  Tuber¬ 
culosis  Officer. 


General  Measures 

School  notifications  of  infectious  disease  are  carefully  scrutinised 
and  made  prompt  use  of  for  the  purpose  of  guidance  and  location. 

Schools  are  disinfected  when  considered  desirable.  The  opening 
wide  of  windows  to  ensure  a  free  circulation  of  fresh  air  is  also 
insisted  upon  during  weekends  and  holiday  periods. 

Terminal  disinfection  of  premises  and  articles  by  means  of 
formaldehyde  lamps  and  disinfectant  fluid  is  carried  out  in  necessary 
cases. 


Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks 

There  have  been  no  notified  cases  of  food  poisoning  in  the 
district  during  the  year,  but  the  occurrence  of  outbreaks  of  food 
poisoning  from  time  to  time  throughout  the  country,  draws  at¬ 
tention  to  the  necessity  for  the  strictest  personal  cleanliness  of  all 
food  handlers,  whether  in  preparation  of  food,  or  in  the  transport 
and  storage  of  same. 
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Section  G 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  visits  all  cases  where  environ¬ 
mental  home  conditions  are  poor,  and  investigation  and  advice  as 
appropriate  is  given.  Appreciation  is  here  recorded  of  the  co¬ 
operation  and  help  given  by  the  Housing  Committee  of  Seisdon 
R.D.C.  in  giving  priority  to  the  housing  recommendations  of  the 
M.O.H.  in  cases  of  Tuberculosis. 

It  is  anticipated  that  initial  visits  of  the  Mass  X-Ray  Units  to 
three  main  centres  of  population  of  the  Rural  District  Council  will 
be  arranged  in  the  near  future,  and  will  be  associated  with  the  X-Ray 
examination  of  senior  school  children. 


Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

The  average  annual  case  fatality  (per  100  new  cases  occurring): 


In  1916-1920  in  England  and  Wales  was  60.2 


In  1936-1940 
In  1941-1945 
In  1952 

In  1953 


59 


99 


52.8 

43.4 

19.4 


In  Seisdon  was  10.7 


Total  Number  of  Cases  on  the  Register  at  31/12/53 

63  males  . .  Pulmonary 

37  females  . .  Pulmonary 

13  males  ..  Non-Pulmonary 

14  females  .  .  Non-Pulmonary 


127  This  equals  5.4  cases  per  1,000  population. 


In  Staffs.  County  in  1952,  the  average  was  9.6  per  1,000  population. 


Localisation  of  Tuberculosis  in  New  Cases  Notified  in  1953 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Lungs 

•  . 

16 

11 

27 

Elbow  Joint 

1 

— 

1 

11 


28 


27 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


The  number  of  new  cases  notified  for  the  year  was  27  pulmonary 
and  1  non-pulmonary  as  against  18  pulmonary  in  1952. 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Age  Periods 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 —  5  years 

5 — 10  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10—15  „ 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15—20  „ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20—25  „ 

1 

4 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25—30  „ 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

30—35  „ 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

35—40  „ 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

40—45  „ 

1 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45—50  „ 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

50—55  „ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55—60  „ 

2 

- 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65 — over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS  . . 

16 

11 

1 

— 

2 

1 

— 

- 

YEARLY  FIGURES  FOR  THE  LAST  DECADE 


NEW 

CASES 

DEATHS 

Year 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Fulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

1943 

13 

9 

4 

j 

1944 

14 

6 

5 

2 

1945 

14 

3 

7 

1 

1946 

15 

3 

7 

2 

1947 

16 

6 

5 

1 

1 948 

19 

3 

10 

— 

1949 

14 

3 

4 

1 

1950 

12 

3 

4 

— 

1951 

17 

2 

5 

1 

1952 

18 

— 

2 

— 

1053 

27 

! 

3 

28 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
for  the 
YEAR  1953 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Seisdon  Rural  District  Council: 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  my  thirteenth  Annual  Report, 
that  for  the  year  1953,  upon  the  work  carried  out  by  my  Department. 

This  year  I  have  reported  in  some  detail  on  various  subjects 
under  their  respective  headings  and  I  feel  it  is  unnecessary  to 
elaborate  those  subjects  at  this  point. 

1  should  like  to  express  my  sincere  thanks  to  the  Chairman 
and  Members  of  the  Council  for  their  help  and  consideration  in 
the  carrying  out  of  my  duties,  to  Dr.  Kennedy  and  other  Officials 
of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation,  and  to  Mr.  Robinson  and 
Mr.  Nally  for  their  unfailing  and  willing  assistance  at  all  times. 

1  am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  V.  R.  LEE, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


September,  1954. 


SUMMARY  OF  GENERAL  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION 

Total  Inspections  ..  ..  ..  ..  5,251 

Number  of  complaints  received  ..  ..  1,321 

Preliminary  Notices  served  ..  ..  ..  136 

Statutory  Notices  served  . .  .  .  . .  . .  21 

Preliminary  Notices  complied  .  .  .  .  .  .  135 

Statutory  Notices  complied  .  .  .  .  .  .  35 

ROUTINE  INSPECTIONS  MADE 

Housing 

Houses  inspected — Primary  .  .  . .  .  .  237 

-Re-Inspections  .  .  .  .  546 

Overcrowding  . .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  21 

Survey  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  651 

Factories 

Factories — Mechanical  Power  . .  . .  . .  60 

—No  Mechanical  Power  .  .  .  .  27 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections 

Meat  and  Food  Inspections  . .  . .  . .  201 

Bakehouses  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Food  Premises  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  519 

Dairies  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  19 

Shops — Meat  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  29 

Fish  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  31 

General  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  523 

Sampling— Water  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Ill 

Ice  Cream  . .  . .  . .  . .  41 

Other  Routine  Visits  of  Inspection 

Accumulations  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  49 

Camping  Grounds  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  175 

Drainage  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  503 

Infectious  Diseases  . .  . .  .  .  . .  35 

Miscellaneous  .  .  . .  . .  .  .  . .  27 

Petroleum  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  105 

Piggeries  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  4 

Rats  and  Mice  (Destruction  and  other  Pest  Con¬ 
trol)  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  329 

Refuse  Receptacles  . .  . .  . .  . .  201 

Sampling  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  136 

Smoke  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  11 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  521 

Verminous  Premises  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  5 

Farms  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  .  .  4 

Water  Supply  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  263 
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COMPLAINTS 


One  thousand  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  complaints  were 
received  by  the  Department  during  the  year.  They  concerned  the 
following: 


Housing  defects 

119 

Refuse  Collection 

71 

Rats  and  Mice 

141 

Other  Pests 

21 

Drainage  defects 

161 

Overflowing  cesspools 

781 

Miscellaneous 

27 

Only  the  complaints  relating  to  Housing  Defects  required  the 
service  of  Notices;  the  remainder  were  remedied  by  one  or  other  of 
the  services  employed  or  provided  by  the  Council. 


HOUSING 

130  notices  were  served  during  the  year,  119  preliminary 
notices  and  1 1  statutory  notices.  These  refer  to  repair  notices  and 
do  not  include  the  16  notices  served  in  connection  with  the  con¬ 
sideration  of  houses  suitable  for  demolition. 


The  houses  were  sited,  by  parishes,  as  follows: 


Bobbington 

Codsall 

Himley 

Kinver 


5 

n 

3 

20 


Pattingham . . 
Worn  bo  urn.  . 
Wrottesley  . . 


3 

21 

45 


These  notices  refer  to  the  Housing  and  Public  Health  defects 
enumerated  on  page  32. 

As  noted  in  an  earlier  part  of  the  Report  170  notices  were 
complied  with  during  the  year  (135  preliminary,  35  statutory), 
153  of  these  concerned  the  housing,  etc.,  repairs  noted  on  page  33. 

The  balance  of  17  notices  complied  referred  to  Moveable 
Dwellings,  Animals  Kept,  etc. 

The  premises  involved  were  sited  as  follows  (preliminary 
notices) : 


Bobbington 

•  • 

4 

Pattingham.  . 

Codsall 

.  . 

25 

Wombourn.  . 

Himley 

•  . 

2 

Wrottesley  .  . 

Kinver 

•  • 

25 
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D  E  FECTS— INTERN  AL 


Weills,  damp,  defective,  perished  plaster  .  . 

Ceilings,  defective  and  perished  plaster 

Windows,  defective  frames,  sashes,  casements 

Doors,  defective  woodwork,  frames 

Floors,  defective,  dangerous 

Stairs,  defective  treads  or  risers,  no  handrail 

Fireplaces,  defective  or  dilapidated 

Water  supply,  burst  pipes 

Sinks,  defective  waste-pipes 

Washing  accommodation  defective 

Dampness 

No  foodstore 

Re-decoration  required 


12 

17 

I  i 
10 
33 

7 
9 

I I 
13 

8 
6 
3 
6 


DEFECTS— EXTERNAL 
Walls,  defective,  perished  jointing,  brickwork  de¬ 


cayed  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  . .  . .  20 

Defective  flashings  and  verges  .  .  ...  .  .  11 

Defective  roofs  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  14 

Defective  chimneys  .  .  .  ,  .  .  .  .  .  ,  11 

Defective  guttering  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  ,  .  .  12 

Defective  external  woodwork  . .  .  .  . .  6 

Defective  drainage  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  ,  19 

Defective  w.c.  pedestals  ..  ..  .  .  ..  13 

Defective  closets  ..  . .  ..  ..  .  .  17 

Defective  pans  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  9 

Privy  midden  . .  . .  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  2 

Dustbins  defective  . .  . .  .  .  .  .  . .  44 
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REPAI RS— INTERNAL 


Walls,  replastered  or  pointed  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

Ceilings  repaired,  replastered  . .  .  .  . .  23 

Windows  repaired  or  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  7 

Doors,  renewed  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  10 

Floors  repaired  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  14 

Fireplaces  repaired  or  renewed  .  .  . .  .  .  8 

Water  supply,  burst  pipes  . .  . .  . .  .  .  14 

Sinks,  etc.,  provided  or  repaired  . .  . .  . .  9 

Stairs  repaired,  handrails  provided  . .  . .  7 

Washing  accommodation  repaired  or  provided  ..  11 

Foodstores  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  . .  3 

Dampness  remedied  .  .  . .  . .  . .  11 

REPAIRS— EXTERNAL 

Roofs  repaired..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  25 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  . .  . .  .  .  . .  9 

Gutters  repaired  or  renewed  ..  ..  ..  18 

Walls  repaired,  repointed,  etc.  . .  . .  . .  17 

Water  closets  provided  or  repaired  ..  ..  31 

Dustbins  provided  . .  . .  . .  . .  . .  45 

Drainage  defects  .  .  . .  .  .  . .  . .  21 
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Housing  Act,  1936,  Section  11 


During  the  year,  as  forecast  in  my  last  report,  a  much  greater 
proportion  of  time  was  devoted  to  the  consideration  of  houses 
beyond  repair  at  a  reasonable  expense. 

16  Notices  were  served  on  owners  informing  them  as  to  when 
their  properties  would  be  considered  by  the  Council. 

As  a  result  of  this  action  6  demolition  orders  were  made  and 
10  undertakings  that  the  premises  would  not  again  be  used  for 
human  habitation  (unless  made  fit  to  the  Council’s  satisfaction) 
were  accepted. 

In  addition,  as  a  result  of  informal  action  inaugurated  during 
the  year  and  with  the  co-operation  of  your  Housing  Manager,  it 
was  possible  to  arrange  for  the  occupants  of  5  houses  in  Wombourn 
to  be  rehoused.  The  houses  have  since  been  demolished. 

The  properties  concerned  were  sited  in  the  following  parishes: 


C'odsall 

Himley 

Kinver 


1  Seisdon 

1  Swindon 

4  Wombourn ,  . 


2 

12 


The  addresses,  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  dealt  with: 

Two  cottages,  High  Street,  Swindon; 

Church  View  Bungalow,  Hyde  Lane,  Kinver; 
“Peacehaven”,  Bratch  Road,  Wombourn 
3  and  4,  Heath  Mills,  Wombourn; 

The  Cottage,  School  Road,  Himley; 

47a,  High  Street,  Kinver; 

1,  2,  and  3,  Crane  Cottages,  Wombourn; 

Wooden  Shed  (Seckerson),  Seisdon; 

Two  Bungalows,  Hinksford; 

‘kBus  Body”,  Botterham,  Wombourn; 

Holly  Cottage,  Oaken; 

The  five  Wombourn  houses  dealt  with  as  stated  above  were: 
3  houses,  Windmill  Bank; 

1  house,  Gravel  Hill; 

1  house,  Lower  End. 
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MEAT  AND  FOOD  INSPECTION 

A  total  of  201  visits  were  made  in  connection  with  the  inspection 
of  meat  and  other  foods. 

The  following  items  were,  after  inspection,  found  to  be  unsound, 
unwholesome  or  unlit  for  human  consumption: 


17 

tins 

Tomatoes 

9 

tins 

Meat  and  meat  products 

15 

tins 

Milk 

1 

tin 

Peaches 

1 

tin 

Pears 

91 

tins 

Cream 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  91  tins  of  tinned  cream,  con¬ 
demned  in  October,  were  of  the  same  brand  as  that  in  which,  in 
February,  1954,  Salm.  Typhi  (germs  of  Typhoid)  were  discovered 
in  tins  sold  in  Birmingham.  The  91  tins  were  the  balance  of  two 
cases  (96)  left  after  the  retailer  himself  had  examined  five  tins  and 
considered  them  unfit.  As  far  as  could  be  traced  none  of  the  cream 
had  been  eaten  and  no  sickness  occurred. 
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ICE  CREAM 

During  the  year  under  review  289  visits  were  paid  to  the  53 
premises  then  storing  ice  cream  for  sale. 

At  the  time  of  visit  temperature  tests  were  frequently  carried 
out  to  ensure  that  the  temperature  of  the  refrigerator  was  being 
kept  within  the  requirements  of  the  Ice  Cream  Regulations  (/.<?., 
that  the  product  must  be  kept  at  a  temperature  below  28°  Fah.). 
In  every  case  conditions  were  satisfactory. 

41  samples  were  taken  for  bacteriological  examination.  Re¬ 
sults  were  as  follows: 


GRADES 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

32 

7 

2 

— 

41 

Analysed  according  to  manufacturers: 


No.  of 

Grade 

Manufac- 

Retailers 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Total 

turer 

selling  in 

this  area 

1 

2 

3 

4 

“A” 

13 

12 

1 

13 

“B” 

1 

1 

1 

3 

4 

4 

“D” 

a 

Amt  JmA 

13 

3 

1 

17 

7 

1 

1 

1 

3 

“F” 

4 

1 

1 

“G” 

1 

1 

1 

“H” 

2 

1 

1 

53 

32 

7 

2 

— 

41 

The  Laboratory  Suggestions  as  to  the  interpretation  of  results 
are  given  below: 

“Owing  to  the  numerous  factors  governing  the  hygienic 
quality  of  ice  cream  it  is  unwise  to  pay  too  much  attention  to 
the  bacteriological  results  on  any  single  sample.  Judgment 
should  be  based  rather  on  a  series  of  samples.  It  is  suggested 
that  over  a  six-monthly  period  50%  of  a  vendor’s  samples 
should  fall  into  Grade  1,  80%  into  Grades  1  or  2,  not  more 
than  20%  into  Grade  3,  and  none  into  Grade  4”. 
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In  the  light  of  the  above  statement  it  will  be  clear  that  the 
season’s  work  shews  a  marked  improvement  over  previous  years: 


Year 

Grades 

Total 

No.  of 
Premises 

1 

2 

3 

4 

1950 

38 

27 

11 

8 

84 

43 

1951 

50 

23 

5 

6 

84 

44 

1952 

59 

22 

5 

12 

98 

60 

1953 

32 

7 

2 

— 

41 

53 

i 


The  sampling  undertaken  in  1953,  and  in  previous  years,  bore 
fruit  in  the  manner  in  which  retailers  responded  to  our  advice  and 
co-operation.  Retailers  whose  samples  had  been  continually  un¬ 
satisfactory  took  the  necessary  steps  to  obtain  their  ice  cream  from 
firms  with  a  more  consistently  high  standard.  Evidence  of  this  lies 
in  the  fact  that,  in  3  950  and  1951,  we  had  the  product  of  seventeen 
manufacturers  being  sold  in  43/44  premises.  It  will  be  noted  that 
now  we  have  only  eight  manufacturers  supplying  53  premises. 
During  the  year  practically  the  whole  of  our  retailers  concentrated 
on  pre-packed  ice  cream,  the  most  hygienic  and  safe  method  of  sale 
(with  the  important  exception  of  “soft”  ice  cream  which  is,  of  course, 
delivered  straight  from  the  machine  to  the  customer). 

1  am  sure  that  the  method  i  have  adopted  of  achieving  im¬ 
provement  has  more  lasting  effect  than  any  legal  action  we  might, 
with  doubtful  prospect  of  success,  have  been  able  to  have  instituted. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1938 


We  are  indebted  to  the  County  Public  Health  Department  for 
the  following  information  regarding  samples  taken  for  examination 
during  1953: 


Milk 

Milk  (Undesignated) 

Milk  Pasteurised 
Milk  Sterilised 
Milk  Accredited 
Milk  T.T. 

Milk  T.T.  Certified 
Milk  T.T.  Pasteurised 
Milk  T.T.  Channel  Island 


14 

21 

25 

7 

7 

3 

16 

3 


Total  .  .  96 


Number 

Number 

Number 


of  samples  submitted 
of  samples  genuine  .  . 
of  samples  adulterated 


General  Foods 


Number 

Number 

Number 


of  samples  submitted 
of  samples  genuine  .  . 
of  samples  adulterated 


96 

91 

5 


41 

38 

3 


Classification  of  General  Foods 

Nut  Milk  Cubes 
Meat  Paste 
Chicken  Spread 
Custard  Powder 
Camphorated  Oil  B.P. 

Castor  Oil  B.P. 

Oil  of  Peppermint  Tablets  B.P. 

Mixed  Herbs 

Cream  of  Tartar 

Tea  Tips 

Coffee 

Refined  Borax 
Drinking  Chocolate 
Curry  Powder 
Butter  (2  samples) 

Rich  Cream 
Sterilised  Cream 
Flowers  of  Sulphur 
Epsom  Salts  B.P. 


Ground  Cinnamon 
Raspberry  Jam 
Ground  Nutmegs  (2  samples) 
Jelly  Crystals 
Mixed  Pudding  Spice 
Mild  Ale 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat 
Ice  Cream  (3  samples) 

Orange  Squash 
Pork  Sausage 
Corned  Beef 
Iced  Lollies 
Piccalilli 

Ice  Cream  Powder 
Sweetened  Cake  Flour  Mixture 
Lemon  Curd 
Raspberry  Vinegar 
Sultana  Pudding 
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Particulars  of  Adulterated  Samples 

(1)  Oil  of  Peppermint  Tablets  B.P. — Informal — contains  not 
more  than  1  %  mag :  carb :  pond :  instead  of  the  2  %  claimed ; 

ACTION — No  more  stock  available. 

(2)  Ground  Nutmegs — Formal — 45.0%  deficient  of  its  proper 
proportion  of  Volatile  Oil 

ACTION— Cautioned. 

(3)  Ice  Cream— Formal — 16%  deficient  of  its  proper  pro¬ 
portion  of  fat; 

ACTION — Cautioned. 

(4)  Sterilised  Milk — 0.5%  of  added  water 

2.4%  deficient  in  solids-not-fat. 

(5)  Sterilised  Milk —  .3%  of  added  water 

1.9%  deficient  in  solids-not-fat. 

(6)  Sterilised  Milk—  .5%  of  added  water 

2.0%  deficient  in  solids-not-fat. 

(7)  Sterilised  Milk — Trace  of  added  water 

2.7%  deficient  in  solids-not-fat. 

(8)  Sterilised  Milk — Trace  of  added  water 

1.1%  deficient  in  solids-not-fat. 

ACTION— Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7  and  8— 

Wholesale  Dairy  Co.,  Fault  in  Plant— Cautioned. 

Milk  Genuine  but  ‘"Below  Standard” 

Milk — 5.0%  deficient  in  fat — Original  Sample 
Milk — 3.3%  deficient  in  fat — Original  Sample 

Milk — 2.3%  deficient  in  fat — “Appeal  to  Cow”  Sample 
1.3%  deficient  in  s-n-f 

MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

During  the  year  under  review  175  visits  were  made  to  Camping 
Grounds  and  521  to  individual  moveable  dwellings. 

In  my  last  report  reference  was  made  to  the  new  camping  sites: 
(a)  Yew  Tree  Farm,  Rohbington,  and  (b)  Pendeford  Camping  Club. 

The  former  was  discontinued  during  the  year  when  the  R.A.F. 
Station  closed  down. 

Pendeford  Camping  Club  Ground  is  gradually  being  built  up 
towards  the  full  number  (54).  The  facilities  and  arrangements  pro¬ 
vided  are  very  good;  in  addition  every  inducement  is  being  offered 
by  the  management  to  ensure  that  gardens  and  sites  are  kept  tidy 
and  cultivated.  Some  were,  in  fact,  this  year  models  of  what  a 
small  garden  can  look  like. 
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I  have  continued  the  policy,  commenced  the  previous  year, 
whereby  all  applications  for  Public  Health  Act  Licences  are  referred, 
first,  to  the  Surveyor’s  Department  to  obtain  Planning  Approval. 
This,  it  will  be  appreciated,  has  resulted  in  far  fewer  applications 
coming  before  the  Public  Health  Committee.  When  all  services  are 
available  it  may  be  difficult  to  refuse  a  Licence  on  Public  Health 
grounds,  whereas,  for  Planning  reasons,  it  may  be  quite  undesirable 
to  have  a  caravan,  or  Camping  Ground,  on  a  particular  site. 

1  am  glad  to  report  that  we  had  little  trouble  last  year  from  the 
nomadic  individual;  only  two  instances  were  noted  where  the 
“travellers”  appeared  to  be  likely  to  stay  more  than  one  or  two 
nights.  These  were  cautioned  and  moved  on  reasonably  promptly. 

PEST  CONTROL 


The  following  table  shews  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Council’s 
part-time  Ratcatcher: 


Type  of 

No.  of 

Estimated 

Bodies 

Premises 

visits 

kill 

found 

Private 

449 

859 

309 

Council 

301 

1,141 

529 

TOTAL  . . 

750 

2,000 

838 

The  Council  properties  concerned  are  the  five  sewage  works 
and  three  tips  in  operation  during  the  year.  These  are  all  treated  at 
regular  intervals,  emphasis  being,  of  course,  on  keeping  the  refuse 
tips  as  clear  as  possible.  Although,  on  occasions,  infestations  shewed 
signs  of  developing,  the  position  never  became  serious  and  prompt 
action  resulted  in  the  situation  being  reduced  to  minor  proportions. 
We  are  fortunate  that  our  largest  tip  (Wombourn)  is  considerably 
removed  from  centres  of  human  habitation;  paradoxically,  this  tip 
has  caused  us  less  concern  than  the  others.  Undoubtedly  the  prompt 
and  efficient  covering  over  refuse  with  soil  helps  the  rodent  operative 
in  revealing  early  signs  of  disturbance. 

As,  for  many  years  now,  no  infestations  have  been  found  in  the 
Council’s  sewers,  we  are  allowed  to  dispense  with  baiting  and  treat¬ 
ment  of  all  the  sewers  in  the  area — 10%  of  the  manholes  being  lifted 
and  bait  deposited.  This  work  was  carried  out  last  year  in  the  early 
autumn  and  gave  completely  negative  results.  This  is  very  satisfactory 
as,  apart  from  shewing  the  efficiency  of  the  overground  work  in 
reducing  the  rat  population,  the  work  involved  in  treating  some 
seven  or  eight  hundred  manholes  would  be  a  task  of  some  magnitude. 
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No  problems  have  arisen  at  the  refuse  tips  in  relation  to  crickets; 
the  fly  situation  has  never  developed  seriously  since  our  tips  are  not 
near  occupied  dwellings  and  prompt  coverage  does  have  an  effect  in 
reducing  the  number  of  flies.  Tip  dressing  has  been  carried  out  on 
an  experimental  scale  with  satisfactory  results. 

Your  operative  has  dealt  with  a  few  infestations  of  moles  and, 
at  the  appropriate  season,  with  wasps  nests. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  last  Annual  Report  summarised  the  general  position  with 
regard  to  the  Council’s  Cleansing  Service  and  it  is  hardly  necessary 
to  re-iterate  what  was  said  last  time. 

For  the  benefit  of  the  statistician  the  following  table  is  of 
interest : 

Number  of  cesspools  emptied  ..  ..  ..  1,564 

Number  of  dustbins  emptied  .  .  .  .  .  .  245,122 

Number  of  pans  emptied  ..  ..  ..  41,880 

Number  of  loads  (all  materials)  .  .  . .  6,562 

Salvage 

Wastepaper  was  collected  to  the  amount  of  34  tons,  producing 
a  sum  of  £238.  The  amount  brought  in  was  only  6  tons  less  than 
the  previous  year  but  the  income,  due  to  fall  in  prices,  was  almost 
£200  less. 

Scrap  metal  and  rags  to  a  total  of  10  tons  produced  £52,  com¬ 
pared  with  15  tons  and  £70  in  1952. 

General 

Considerable  difficulties  still  exist  in  obtaining  suitable  work¬ 
men  for  the  job;  advertisements  in  the  local  press  and  application 
to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National  Service  generally  produce 
negative  results.  In  fact,  it  has  been  found  more  successful  to  insert 
a  small  poster  in  the  office  window;  the  men,  too,  have  been  res¬ 
ponsible  for  the  introduction  of  some  new  employees,  possibly 
during  propaganda  at  occasional  convivial  foregatherings. 

Sickness  has  caused  some  anxiety.  During  the  year  319  man- 
days  were  lost  due  to  sickness  of  varying  kind;  93  days  were  lost 
due  to  injury,  and  226  to  actual  illness — the  latter  in  part  consisting 
of  such  occupational  risks  as  bronchitis,  influenza,  asthma,  etc. 

The  organisation  of  the  Cleansing  Service  is  continually  under 
review  by  your  Public  Health  Committee  and  improvements  have 
been  put  in  being  which  fall  to  be  dealt  with  in  the  next  Report. 
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I  would,  however,  refer  to  the  provision  of  dustbins.  This  had 
caused  the  Health  Department  much  concern  over  the  past  few  years. 
When  bins  became  dilapidated  it  was  necessary  to  serve,  first, 
preliminary  notices;  if  this  failed  to  produce  the  desired  result,  then 
the  matter  would  be  reported  to  Committee  and  Statutory  Notices 
served;  this  might  have  resulted  in  legal  proceedings,  or  at  least 
supplying  in  default  and  recovery  of  cost.  The  whole  procedure 
took  months,  during  which  the  bin  was  getting  steadily  into  a  worse 
condition. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  Council  decided  to  adopt  the 
“five  shillings-a-year”  scheme.  The  owner  and  occupier  are  both 
informed  of  the  position  and  given  the  opportunity  to  purchase  a 
new  bin  outright  or  for  the  Council  to  supply  and  for  there  to  be 
thereafter  a  charge  of  five  shillings  per  annum  on  the  house. 

I  feel  that  this  is  an  improvement  which  will  be  of  far-reaching 
benefit;  when  the  Scheme  has  been  working  for  a  few  months  it  will 
be  possible  to  appreciate  the  value  of  bins  in  good  condition  from 
the  hygienic  aspect  and  also  from  that  of  appearance  when  the  bin 
is  standing  at  the  kerb.  Above  all,  perhaps,  is  the  value  in  almost 
immediate  replacement  of  defective  bins. 

During  the  year  under  review  416  dustbins  and  40  pans  were 
supplied  to  various  properties  in  the  area. 
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FACTORIES  ACT,  1937  and  1948 

This  table  is  enclosed  by  request  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour 
and  National  Service  to  indicate  to  Medical  Officers  of  Health  the 
prescribed  particulars  which  are  required  by  Section  128  (3)  to  be 
furnished  in  their  annual  reports  with  respect  to  matters  under 
Part  I  and  Part  VIII  of  the  Act  which  are  administered  by  the 
District  Council. 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1953  FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
OF  SEISDON  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  STAFFORD 

Prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the 

Factories  Act,  1937 


1.  Inspections  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Premises 

No.  on 
Register 

No.  of 

Occupiers 

prose¬ 

cuted 

In¬ 

spections 

Written 

Notices 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  1,  2,  3,  4,  and  6 
are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

7 

27 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (1)  to  which  Section 

7  applies  (2)  Subject  to 
the  Local  Authorities 
(Transfer  of  Enforce¬ 
ment  Order),  1938 

(b)  others 

21 

60 

— 

— 

(iii)  Other  premises  under 
the  Act  (excluding  out 
workers) 

TOTAL 

28 

87 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found. 


Particulars 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 
prose¬ 
cutions 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

To  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

By  H.M. 

In¬ 

spector 

Want  Of  cleanliness 

(S.l.) 

Overcrowding 

(S.2.) 

Unreasonable  tempera¬ 
ture  (S.3.) 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4.) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6.)  . . 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(S.7.) 

(a)  insufficient  . . 

(b)  unsuitable  or 

defective  . . 

(c)  not  separate 

sexes 

1 

2 

3 

— 

1 

— 

Other  offences  (not  in¬ 
cluding  offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Outwork  . . 

TOTAL 

3 

3 

— 

1 

— 
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